Policy Principles
These principles are the basis for our decision-making and guide our
policy development. They are broad, overarching themes that we want
our policies to achieve.

Healthy living
We will strive to be a city where
all residents, regardless of age,
income, and ability, live active lives
in a healthy environment, have
access to community-based health
services, healthy food, and healthy
housing, and where they have
equitable economic and social
opportunities.
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Equity
We will promote equity, inclusion,
and environmental justice by
working to reduce disparities,
extend community benefits,
ensure access to housing, and
include traditionally underrepresented populations.

INITIATIVE AREA 1 | LAYING THE GROUNDWORK

Adoption of the Rochester 2034 Comprehensive Plan also codifies the City’s alignment with the guiding
principles of the Rochester Monroe Anti-Poverty Initiative (RMAPI). The following RMAPI principles, along
with the Rochester 2034 Guiding Principles inform the work of RMAPI and serve as a guide for community
decision-making. All City and RMAPI activities, interventions, and strategies should address these principles:
- BUILD AND SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY
- ADDRESS STRUCTURAL RACISM
- ADDRESS TRAUMA

Partnership

Resilience
We will reduce risk and improve the
ability of individuals, communities,
economic systems, and the
natural and built environments to
withstand, recover from, and adapt
to natural hazards, human-made
disasters, climate change, and
economic shifts.

We will join with
neighborhood, government,
business, not-for-profit,
and institutional partners
to implement this plan and
enjoy the results of reaching
our goals together.

Prosperity
We will support a diverse,
low-carbon economy,
and foster employment
growth, competitive
advancement, and
equitable prosperity.

INITIATIVE AREA 1 | LAYING THE GROUNDWORK
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PLACEMAKING Principles
The design of our surroundings is intimately related to how we experience,
interact with, and feel about places. Thoughtful design is important to
creating places where people want to be. These principles are intended to
cultivate a strong and unique sense of place for the City of Rochester, and to
make it a place where people want to live, work, and play.

create Beautiful
spaces
We will design our streetscapes
and public spaces to be vibrant,
playful, and environmentally
sustainable, to reflect, cultivate,
and celebrate the unique
identities of our city and
neighborhoods.

Design at the
Pedestrian scale
We will prioritize development
and design that is pedestrianscaled and generates streetlevel activity in order to promote
walkability and healthy lifestyles,
and to create an attractive and
welcoming built environment.
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provide diverse
housing options
We will work to preserve our
existing housing stock while
also providing more diverse,
accessible options within all
neighborhoods that expand
our range of housing types,
densities, and prices.

INITIATIVE AREA 1 | LAYING THE GROUNDWORK

Strengthen
multi-modal Travel

Celebrate ASSETS
We will capitalize on our existing
unique assets, including natural and
scenic amenities, cultural heritage,
and distinctive historic structures
and landscapes, recognizing that
these assets enhance neighborhood
pride, foster a strong cultural
identity, and attract visitors, new
residents, and investment.

INITIATIVE AREA 1 | LAYING THE GROUNDWORK

We will strengthen multiple
modes of transportation and
promote more sustainable transit
options by improving walkability
and accessibility, and increasing
bus and bicycle access
throughout the city.

Focus Growth

We will focus population growth
and commercial development
along key transportation
corridors and within mixed-use
centers in order to capitalize
on existing infrastructure and a
critical mass of activity.
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